
Rancho Coastal Humane Society Camp 2021 

Expanded COVID-19 Cleaning and Safety Protocols   

The safety and health of our youth participants is always the highest priority with all our programs. Due to the 

nature of animal sheltering, Rancho Coastal Humane Society(RCHS) has always enforced strict cleaning and 

safety protocols to help protect against disease transmission within our facility—for both diseases that can 

spread from pet to pet and diseases that can spread from animal to human.   

In order to best protect our campers, volunteers, and staff during the COVID-19 pandemic, we have decided to 

adopt the following camp policy changes.  

Updated COVID-19 Related Cleaning Protocols 

Camp Policy Changes  

• Keeping camp sessions in stable groups of 10 (“stable” means that the same 10 or fewer children are in the

same group each day) in accordance with our state’s current Covid requirements

• Camp hours have been changed from 9:00am to 2:00pm to allow for additional time for cleaning and

disinfecting.

• Camp activities will take place outside in our dog park or agility yard or in a classroom not accessed by the

public.

• We will continue to incorporate hand sanitizing and hand washing several times a day into our schedule

and maintain good hygiene and disease prevention practices.

• Hand washing for at least 20 seconds with soap and water will be scheduled before and after lunch breaks,

animal socializing, and bathroom breaks, as well as immediately after using a tissue, coughing, or sneezing.

• In cases where soap and water are not readily available, hands will be cleaned with a hand sanitizer that

contains at least 60% alcohol.

• Camper sign-in and sign-out will be contact free and handled by staff to minimize contact.

• Please wear a face mask/covering while dropping off and picking up your child.

• Parents will need to wait in the car during drop off and pick up.  We will conduct a drive thru for drop off

and pick up of campers in our front parking lot.  Staff will come to your car as you pull forward.  Staff will

still need to see photo identification that matches a name on the approved pick up list before allowing a

child to leave for the day. This will be done using car windows as a physical barrier as much as possible.

• Reusable water bottles will be required for camp participants. A staff member can refill bottles for

campers at any time.



• One of our bathrooms will be designated for campers only.  This bathroom will be locked during the day

and only be accessed by campers.  Those waiting will stay out in the hallway to allow distance.

• Campers will be assigned their own designated area for lunch boxes, water bottles, and other belongings.

Only campers will touch their belongings, except in situations of first aid or emergencies.

• We will continue our policy of not providing any food to campers and not allow campers to share food, as

a method of disease prevention and allergy precautions.

• Campers will be provided with their own individual kit of craft supplies for the week.

• Campers will be instructed to keep their hands to themselves.

• All people will practice social distancing as much as possible while on campus.  We plan to do more of our

activities outside if weather permits.

• While we will be encouraging and aiming to positively enforce social distancing, we realize that it isn’t

feasible to keep children in a camp setting 6 feet apart all day.  Much of our focus is on ways to promote

disease prevention, such as increased handwashing and sanitizing, keeping in small stable groups, and

sanitizing spaces and objects that campers will interact with.

Disease Prevention  

• Guardians will be asked to sign a statement confirming that no one in the household is experiencing

symptoms upon arrival to camp.

• Staff, volunteers, and campers will have their temperature taken upon arriving at camp daily. In

accordance with CDC recommendations, an elevated temperature of 100.4F or higher will be consider

contagious and the individual will be sent home.  They will not be able to return to camp until 24 hrs. after

the fever subsides, and no refund will be issued for the missed time.

• Staff, volunteers, and campers should not come to camp if they show signs of respiratory illness (a new

cough, complaints of sore throat, or shortness of breath). If a child or a staff member has a new cough,

they should not come to camp even if they have no fever.

• Staff will do a visual check of campers upon arrival. Any potential symptoms will result in a child being

asked to return home. Previous conditions such as seasonal or pet allergies and asthma will be taken into

consideration.

Sanitizing Information 

All cleaning will be done with RescueTM.  RescueTM, formulated with Accelerated Hydrogen Peroxide®, is 

approved for use against some of the world’s most dangerous pathogens under the EPA’s Emerging Viral 

Pathogen guidance, including SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19. RescueTM Wipes, Ready-to-Use 



Liquid, and Concentrate can be used effectively against the virus that causes COVID-19 when used in 

accordance with the directions for use. 

• Scheduled sanitization of door handles, countertops, restrooms, and other surfaces several times a day.

• Any craft supplies that need to be shared among campers will be sanitized between users.

• Stuffed toys, board games, and other play items that cannot be sanitized will be removed from camp space

this year.

• Sports with shared equipment or physical contact, like soccer balls, can only be played within the same

stable group of children, and equipment will be cleaned daily at a minimum.

• Children’s books and other paper-based materials are not considered as a high risk for transmission

and do not need additional cleaning or disinfection procedures, according to CDC guidelines.

Facemask Policy 

• Staff and volunteers will be required to wear masks on site that block their nose and mouth.

• Campers will be required to wear face masks/coverings while indoors.  Campers can remove face

masks/coverings when outdoors if they please.

• Campers will spend 85-90% of their day outside.

• Campers will only be inside for animal interactions.

Can my child get Covid-19 from the dogs and cats at the shelter? 

According to the Center of Disease Control, “In the United States, there is no evidence that animals are playing 

a significant role in the spread of COVID-19.  Based on the limited information available to date, the risk of 

animals spreading COVID-19 to people is considered to be low. However, because all animals can carry germs 

that can make people sick, it’s always a good idea to practice healthy habits around pets and other animals.” 

We will continue to have campers hand sanitize after animal interactions.  

What if I need to cancel? 

Our standard camp cancellation policy states:  For cancellations or session changes made 14 days or more prior 

to the session’s start date, a refund (minus $30 administrative fee) will be provided.  For cancellations or 

session changes made less than 14 days prior to the session’s start date, no refund will be granted.  In the 

event of absence or illness, we are unable to offer any make-up days, credits or refunds.  

If you would like to request a cancellation, please email education@sdpets.org.  Please note that cancelation 

requests may take several days to process.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Lizzie Hart the Humane Education 

Coordinator     Email: education@sdpets.org     Phone: 760-753-6413 
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